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authority.35 When we see Queen Alexandra's
46 Diary " (!) we may confidently look out for the
Millennium.
The man who is reputed to " run " the Royal
4C show" is Lord Esher, whose  " reign " set in
during the latter years of Bang Edward's life, and
has gone on developing ever since.   He is the
handy man of the Palace, whose word is law.
In September and October 1912 the " Pall Mall
Gazette " gave a series of Lord Esher day-by-day
announcements, each more amusing than the other,
and all tending to beguile its innocent readers into
believing that the noble lord had been selected to
write the life of King Edward.   Queen Alexandra,
it was said, had placed in his hands all the King's
private papers, and the " official Life" was to be
issued " next autumn " (1913).    That galimatias
was too ridiculous to evoke an official denial, and
it was left to one  of the  Government's   most
powerful organs to contradict it: the paper was
" Reynolds's," whose devotion to Mr. Asqtdth is
frequently rewarded by the gift of  " items of
interest*73
The idea of printing King Edward's letters is
truly comic. Queen Alexandra's naivete would
not carry her thus far. Fancy giving to a
ribald,, scandal-loving World the letters written
to King Edward by Napoleon IIL, the Empress,
the little Prince, Queen Sophie of Holland and
" Citron," Princess Lcetitia Bonaparte (Dowager
Duehesse d'Aoste, the flatterer of the dovecotes
of the Quirinal), George Russell (praying to be